
Meeting of the AUDIT AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE of the Teesdale 
District Council held at Teesdale House, Galgate, Barnard Castle on 

Monday 17 MARCH 2008 at 5.00 pm 
 
PRESENT:    
     
District Council Representatives:  Councillors DP Blackie, DAR 
Forster, MWL Hamilton, B Harrison and WHT Salvin (Chair)  
 
Independent Members:  
DW Armstrong and KM Mitchell 
 
Officers in Attendance:   
J Kellett (Chief Finance Officer), M Dennis (Chief Governance Officer – 
Part of meeting), A Barber (Audit Manager), DM Roberts (Democratic 
Services Manager) 
 
Also in attendance: S Reeve, Audit Commission 

  
29 ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS 

  There were no items of urgent business. 
  

 30 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  There were no declarations of interest from members. 
 
 31 MINUTES 
  The minutes of the meeting held on 28 January 2008 were 

 confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. Mr Armstrong 
 sought clarification with regard to minutes 21a. and 26; in respect of 
 the latter the Chief Finance Officer agreed to consider the timing and 
 frequency of reporting the performance of budget managers in 
 completing budgetary control returns.   

   
32 INTERNAL AUDIT PLAN UPDATE 
 The Audit Manager submitted a report providing details of progress 
 made against the revised plan of internal audit work for the 
 remainder of  2007/08. A number of audit reports were presented, 
 as follows: 
 

o Trade Waste & Bulky Items 
o Travel & Subsistence 
o Planning 
o Creditors 
o Payroll 
o Treasury Management 
o General Ledger 
o Cash Receipting 
 

The status of a number of further reviews was referred to and a 
summary of the current position was appended to the report; it was 



anticipated that the remaining reviews could be completed to enable 
the annual report to be presented to the Committee during April 
2008. It was noted that, as elections were scheduled for May 2008, 
the elections audit would be postponed to 2008/09. 

  
RESOLVED: 
a. That the final audit reports, listed above, be received; that 
progress on the current audit plan be noted and that the elections 
audit be postponed to 2008/09. 
 
b.   That a special meeting of the Committee be arranged for 24 April 
2008 to consider the annual audit report 2007/08. 

 
33 INTERNAL AUDIT STRATEGY 
   The Audit Manager presented the proposed strategy for delivering 
 the internal audit service within Teesdale District Council, as 
 required by the Code of Practice for Internal Audit in Local 
 Government in the UK 2006. In relation to the Risk Management 
 Group (RMG), the Chief Finance Officer confirmed that the Council’s 
 Corporate Management Team would receive risk management 
 reports monthly and that the wider RMG would then meet quarterly. 
   
 RESOLVED: 

That the Internal Audit Strategy, and the terms of reference 
contained therein, be approved. 

 
34 INTERNAL AUDIT PLAN 2008/09 
  The Audit Manager submitted a report providing details of the 
 proposed plan of internal audit work for 2008/09. Particular reference 
 was made to the fact that the Audit Manager would be leaving the 
 post on 31 March 2008; it was noted that, depending on what 
 arrangements were agreed for replacing the Audit Manager, the plan 
 might need to be revised in the near future.  
 
  RESOLVED: 
 That, taking into account the foregoing, the audit plan for 2008/09 be 
 approved. 
 
35  LOCAL CODE OF CORPORATE GOVERNANCE 
 The Chief Governance Officer submitted a revised draft of the Local 
 Code of Corporate Governance for consideration. Members were 
 given an opportunity to comment on the draft document and it was 
 noted that the Chief Governance Officer would further revise the 
 Code prior to submitting a final draft to the Committee. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 That the draft code be received. 
 
 
 



36 AUDIT COMMISSION REPORTS  
 The Audit Commission representative submitted two reports – Use 
 of Resources and Data Quality -  for the Committee’s information. 
 Members were afforded an opportunity to comment and ask 
 questions on the contents of the reports and the action plans, which 
 had been agreed with Council officers, were noted. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 That the reports be noted and that a copy of the Use of Resources 

report be forwarded to the Lead Member for Resources. 
 
      

The meeting closed at 6.15pm 
  
 
 
       CHAIRMAN 


